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SGA Election Results Bring Big Changes
Josh LaFlamme
Special to the Echo
 
Election season drew to a close on Wednes-
day, and the new Student Government As-
socation (SGA) consortium was revealed.     
   The greatest shake-up was undoubtedly 
Andrew Wetmore’s presidential victory 
over Ethan Breitling.  Opponents no more, 
both Breitling and Wetmore hope to co-
operate in close conjunction come the fall 
semester.
   “My opponent has done a tremendous job 
as a member of the SGA here for a couple 
of years now,” says Wetmore.  “He’s going 
to be a big asset [to the new administra-
tion].”  Reciprocating Wetmore’s remarks, 
Breitling hopes that his SGA experience 
and dedication will be of great help to Wet-
more.
    “We have different styles, but I think that 
we are going to have an excellent working 
relationship next year,” says Breitling.
   Perhaps the second greatest administrative 
shift was the election of a new Vice Presi-
dent of Finance: Brian Lewis.  Lewis has 
gained considerable þnancial experience 
from the corporate sector, having worked 
as an accountant for both Ethan Allan and 
Praxair.  Founder of the SGA Transporta-

tion Committee, Lewis hopes to address 
pressing student issues and increase SGA 
transparency.
   Denise Morelli, 
who was also in the 
running for VP of Fi-
nance, expressed the 
desire to serve on the 
þnance committee 
under Senator Lewis.
    “I want to work 
with him very closely 
to make sure the þ-
nance committee does 
spend appropriately 
this [coming] year, 
because our þnances 
are very important, 
and that’s something 
that didn’t necessar-
ily happen this [past] 
year,” says Morelli. 
Graciously accepting 
defeat, she concedes, 
“The better candidate 
won.”
   Incumbent senator 
Debra Salvato, who is 
“extremely delighted” to have been elected 
to the SGA as a representative of the School 

of Arts and Sciences, also looks forward to 
working closely with the new Vice Presi-

dent of Finance on im-
proving SGA þnance 
operations. 
    One of Salvato’s 
plans is a speciþc cap 
on club budgets.  She 
also supports promot-
ing fundraising to all 
student clubs as well as 
to the SGA.
    Salvato also plans on 
joining Dan Ravizza’s 
Political Advocacy 
and Issues Committee 
(PAIC).  According to 
Ravizza, “[The goal 
of PAIC is] to make 
tuition increases an 
important issue to our 
legislators.”
   Despite the promise 
of positive change fol-
lowing Wednesday’s 
results, many students 
report feeling left out.  

Freshman Joshua Fintz 
remarks that much could be done to in-
crease awareness among students, espe-

cially commuters, of SGA policy and pro-
ceedings.
   “Commuter students kinda get the tail 
end of the stick,” says Fintz.  “They don’t 
really know what SGA does, or if it could 
even help them.  If they see a sign that 
says, ‘For lower costs...!’, then they’ll be 
like, ‘Oh, well I’d love to keep my costs 
low, that’s why I’m commuting.  But, they 
don’t know the different approaches [of the 
different candidates].”
   President Elect Andrew Wetmore, himself 
a commuter student, understands where 
Fintz is coming from. 
    “Commuter students are just generally 
different.  They’re individuals, most of 
which, comparatively to those who live on 
campus, have either full-time jobs or part-
time jobs,” says Wetmore.

     (continued on page 3)

WestConn Debates The Future of News
Dan Ravizza
Staff Writer
  
This past Thursday, Western Connecticut 
State University (WestConn) students and 
faculty were treated to a panel discussion 
on the changing nature of news media.  En-
titled “The Future of News,” the event con-
sisted of each panelist discussing diverse 
and sometimes controversial opinions on 
the nature of news.  A panel of WestConn 
students raised questions on the topic as 
well.
   The panel consisted of Art Cummings, ex-
ecutive editor of the Danbury News Times, 
Paul Steinmetz, Director of WestConn’s 
University Relations, Keith Whamond, on-
line editor of the News Times and a mem-
ber of Hearst Media Group, Jason Leopold, 
editor of The Public Record, Vivian Gar-
land, a professor of journalism at Central 
Connecticut State University, and Russ 
Baker, author of “Family of Secrets: The 

Bush Dynasty” and WhoWhatWhy.com.  
The student panel consisted of professional 
writing majors Ray Storez, Joshua Durkin, 
and Jessylyn Foley.
   After an introduction by professors Dr. 
John Briggs and Elizabeth Cohen, the 
panelists each gave an opening statement 
regarding the general future of the news.  
“It’s going to look a lot different in twenty 
years,” stated Cummings.  He addressed 
the role of proþt in the news print industry, 
which he expects to continue to play a role 
in journalism.  Baker took a more contro-
versial stance: “Because I don’t work for a 
large corporation and don’t have to put out 
a rosy scenario, I would say that journalism 
is in a total state of collapse.”
   After the opening statements, Durkin 
asked the panel about the possible creation 
of a personalized newspaper.  Whamond 
addressed the issue of how each reader 
selects the content they would like to see: 
“Let’s say you do get a lot of your news 

from Facebook and Twitter.  You’re only 
going to see stuff that they [your friends] 
are interested in telling you about, and it’s a 
self-perpetuating viewpoint.  I think hyper-
politicized media creates that.”
   Other topics addressed included media 
moguls such as Keith Olberman and Glenn 
Beck, the changing nature of blogs in rela-
tion to “truth,” and revenue in a changing 
electronic medium.
   Finally, the panel entertained questions 
from the audience.  One unidentiþed mem-
ber of the crowd asked if any government 
or commercial organization told them not 
to print certain materials.  After a long 
pause, Baker broke the silence stating that 
he had not experienced this.  Cummings 
then stated that direct censorship has never 
been an issue, however, subtilties do exist 
within the industry. 

Students 
Prepare to 

Share Freely On 
Campus

Steve Glykokokalos
Senior Copy Editor

The Western Connecticut State University 
(WestConn) Anthropology Club gets it: 
college kids like free stuff.
   Tomorrow, April 21, the WestConn An-
thropology Club will team up with the 
WestConn Socialist Club and the Student 
Government Association (SGA) Environ-
mental Committee to host the Really, Re-
ally Free Market on the Midtown Quad 
at 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  All members of the 
WestConn community are encouraged to 
participate.
   The event can be best described as a pot-
luck of anything you can think of – food, 
books, clothes, toys, art, games – and ev-
erything is free. 
   According to Wikipedia, “The Really, 
Really Free Market (RRFM) movement is 
a non-hierarchical collective of individu-
als who form a temporary market based on 
an alternative gift economy.  The RRFM 
movement aims to counteract capitalism in 
a non-reactionary way.  It holds as a major 
goal to build a community based on shar-
ing resources,          (continued on page 3)
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Were it left to me to decide whether we 
should have a government without newspa-
pers or newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate for a moment to prefer 
the latter.                       -Thomas Jefferson
  
College media is often seen as a watchdog, 
a check to the balance of campus organiza-
tions and activity. 
   A college newspaper informs students of 
ongoing events on campus, unveils issues 
and controversies in organizations and ad-
ministrations on campus, and keeps students 
aware of any other information they may 
need.
   A college radio station engages the student 
body creatively and artistically, while at the 
same time empowering its audience with 
valuable and essential information.
   Campus literary journals showcase student 
talent in an effort to garner appreciation for 
the written word.
   Here at WestConn, media organizations 
work tirelessly, together and independently, 
to bring the students at WestConn the best 
coverage and entertainment possible. 

   Despite this campus’ media organizations’ 
continous hard work and efforts to bring the 
truth to the student body, this year there will 
be no media award at the Student Leader-
ship Recognition Banquet.  
   This decision reÿects the award commit-
tee’s apparent ignorance to the importance 
and value of an independent media organi-
zation. 
  This isn’t about us, but nonetheless, we feel 
snubbed.  As a staff, we’ve worked hard, 
bringing new and exciting ideas to the stu-
dent body through this newspaper.  Not to 
toot our own horn, but brand new sections 
like the Pass/Fail forum, a revamped and 
much improved layout, a brand new interac-
tive website, and increased cooperation with 
WXCI (including our very own news pro-
gram, The Audible Echo) and other campus 
organizations have led to a more engaging 
and successful campus newspaper than this 
university has seen in years - and we have 
praise e-mails from various faculty mem-
bers and administrators to prove it.  
   Ultimately, though, we’re not upset that 
we’re not winning this now non-existant ac-

colade - we’re enraged that the award itself 
has been thrown to the wayside.  Such an 
action scarily implies a travesty: does the 
award committee, or  even further, the West-
Conn Administration, not respect the student 
body’s right to a liberated and independent 
news outlet?  Or do they simply not recog-
nize the importance of such an outlet?  Ei-
ther way, they need to rethink their stance.
   Media, in any form, written or otherwise, 
is a valuable and immeasurable asset to 
any society’s (including a college campus’) 
well-being.  
   It’s even been called The Fourth Estate, a 
vital cog in the governmental machine.  Ac-
cording to British scholar Thomas Carlyle, 
“[Eighteenth-century historian Edmund] 
Burke said that there were Three Estates in 
Parliament; but, in the Reporters’ Gallery 
yonder, there sat a Fourth Estate, more im-
portant far than they all.”
   Unfortunately, the powers that be at West-
Conn seem to disagree.

- The Echo

Opinion and Editorial

 Corrections & Clarifications

This space is reserved for correcting any errors or clarifying any statements that appear in The Echo.

If you believe that we have made an error, or have any questions about an article or piece in The Echo or the journalis-
tic standards and practices of The Echo, you may contact Editor-in-Chief Jessylyn Foley by phone at 203.837.8705 or 
by email at wcsuecho@gmail.com.

Mary Salvato
Special to The Echo
 
   All beliefs are rooted in what are known 
as morals.  Morals are the imaginary ac-
tions instilled by fear.  Fear is the dirt that 
the tree of ethics grows in.  Morals and eth-
ics, which have direct relation to beliefs, do 
not exist, only fear does.  One does not be 
pick up trash off the ground to save Mother 
Earth, but they do it in the subconscious act 
of self-interest, the fear of what will happen 
to them if they do not pick it up.  Beliefs do 
not exist, only fear exists.

   Siddhartha said, “What we think, we 
become.”  Now if this statement is true, 
it would mean that humans do what they 
do because of what they believe.  Derived 
from this is also the notion of “Nomo.”  
Nomo tells us that if we think something, 
being optimistic and wholly conþdent in 
it, it will happen.  Yet, just as Siddhartha 
states further in his philosophies, this is 
not the same as desiring.  Desiring leads to 
attachment, attachment leads to suffering, 
suffering leads to fear.  Desiring a parking 
spot is not the same as using Nomo to in-
sure one will get it. 

   The common human being believes what 
they believe because of what they do.  They 
wake up every morning to what they refer 
to as life, they see their clothes, smell their 
coffee, and hear their roommates.  There-
fore, using the most basic form of logic, 
they conclude that the physical world is 
real because they can use their senses to 
observe it.   Human beings who are awak-
ened to the truth do the things they do be-
cause they believe it.

Time in Space
A Nomoian Critique on the Institution of Beliefs

Dear Student of WCSU,
              I am writing in regards to the arti-
cle written about the “Op-ed ‘WCSU SGA 
Debate’ Facebook” article written by their 
News Editor in the April 13ths Echo.  First 
off, I was videotaping the debates as per 
an unbiased view.  I was approached by a 
member of the Student Government a week 
prior to the April 7th debate.  In videotap-
ing the debates, I was asked to upload them 
online to either Facebook or YouTube so 
those students of WCSU were able to view 
the debates prior to the polls opening.  I, 
personally, created the Facebook group and 
upload the videos too, and chose Facebook 
due to its populairy as well as their video 

upload duration is twenty minutes instead 
of ten. I just want to clarify that I am not af-
þliated with the Student Government Asso-
ciation.  In creating the group, I did put up 
a disclaimer on the site stating: “This page 
does not endorse any one candidate; this is 
strictly for viewing videos.”  This was and 
still is on the left handed side of the page 
in þne print, under the WCSU logo.  After 
I saw the þrst comment, then followed by 
another, I took it upon myself to delete the 
comments.  I did this because I wanted to 
provide the students with an unbiased view 
of the candidate’s speeches, since they were 
to ones the students have to watch, and felt 
that comments would steer students into 

voting a certain way.  Upon the deletion of 
the comments, I proceeded to post a friend-
ly reminder in the same spot as previously 
stated, “ALL POSTS ENDORSING A 
CANDIDATE WILL BE DELETED!”  So 
again, I am sorry for the confusion, but just 
wanted to clarify this and not want it to be 
looked at as a violation of student’s rights 
(in the SGA Constitution) or as a personal 
attack on any one person.  Again, sorry for 
the confusion pertaining to this Facebook 
group and I hope that it helped the students 
of WCSU in their voting.

- Matthew Saraceno

Letter to the Editor: In Response to Last Week’s Op-Ed

Editorial:  The Fourth Estate
Recognize the Media: Your Only Hope for Truth




